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From the Editors Desk
Christmas has been and gone for another year and now I would like to recognise all past and current
members of the club that things do not always go to plan. Mine would certainly have to be spending time
away from my other home at Murdoch hospital. It certainly has been a long and trying year for me and I
hope that 2018 will finally be my year health wise. It’s been great to have my bestest of bestest friends by
my side every step of the way and picking my spirits up when they have been very low. Craig and Damelsa
Belcher have so much love in their hearts for Luke, I and the kids which means so much to us and we can’t
thank them enough. So THANKYOU for all that you do for us xx we love you with all our hearts.
This is the time of year that family means the most. Let those grudges go, go and speak to family you
haven’t done in a long time. Make the first move and rekindle that lost relationship. To all the members of
the club, thank you for being there for Luke whilst I have been unwell, it has meant a lot.
Finally for 2018, I would like to invite people to send in submissions and suggestions to me that they would
like to see added into future Cinders and Soot editions. Please keep sending in your photos, any trips that
you have been on that are train related or anything train related that you believe may be of interest to the
rest of the membership to editor@castledare.com.au also please keep photos to a reasonable size.
Please remember that letters to the editor will only be published with committee approval and photos will
be used at the discretion of the editor.

Till next month,
Heidi Prindiville

Notice from the Castledare Committee
It is with great sadness that we have heard from the Smith Family (John, Michael, Sean and Anna) that
Edweena passed away on the evening of the 21st of December 2017. The funeral will be held at Fremantle
cemetery in the West Chapple at 10am, Wednesday the 3rd of January 2018. John & family have
requested that if you wish to send flowers, could you instead please make a donation to the Cancer
Council of WA in Edweena’s name.
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Castledare Christmas Celebration 2017
– Photo’s by: David Edwards
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The President’s Prattle - Mike Crean
There was a very good turnout for the clubs Christmas party held in the evening of Saturday 9 th of
December. Lots of children and grandchildren had a great time and were very excited when Santa
arrive at Niana station on a special Santa train led by locomotive John Millman (Terry). They were
treated to presents handed out by Santa (John P) and his helper (Rod). After Santa had finished
passing out presents we all retired to the clubs canteen for the evening meal. There was a great
range of excellent entrees handed out before the main meal consisting of a chicken or sea food
paella. The food and the catering were in my opinion the best we have ever had. Perhaps the only
short coming is the younger ones could have had some kid’s style meals. All in all I believe
everyone had a great time and played trains until 2100 that night. Roger was kind enough to take
on the role of Duty Officer for the event. A big thanks to all that help out and to those that put on
the meal (Les).
I would like to wish everyone a very happy New Year and only good things for 2018.
Just a note about the new alarm system. The sensors contained inside the black plastic boxes
mounted on the rear of the Locomotive and Carriage shed doors are set up to alarm if they receive
a solid impact like the doors slamming in the wind or the door being hit by a carriage or
locomotive. If this happens the alarm will not arm and will display the offending sensor. To correct
this the top of the box must be removed and the sensor is to be re secured back into its mounting
bracket. In the likely hood of high winds or collisions.
PLEASE MAKE SURE THE DOORS ARE SECURE AND OR SHUT.
As always we must encourage and congratulate our junior members on their great enthusiasm
and their dedication to the club and its members. Thanks boys and girls, keep up the great work.
Until next time please visit your club and its facilities. They are there for all of us to enjoy.

Christmas Photos – Photo’s supplied by Mike Crean
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Treasurer – Roger Matthews
Bayou Dual Bridge
The refurbishment and repairs to the dual bridge over a two week period which entailed closing the bridge
went very well. The four corroded I beams on the wetlands side of the bridge were cut out and new ones
welded in place with new angle iron supports for the side rails welded in place also There will be some
concreting work to be done around the ends of the beams but this will take place after the painting has
been done. The actual work was done in just over six days with the usual military precision directed by
John Watson with the support of the A team members Vic J, Ken B, Adrian P, Tom D, Julian C, and help
from Curtis L, and new members Jayde H, Mike P and This was a fantastic achievement for the railway but
also ensures ongoing access to the wetlands for the local community.
I’m very pleased to announce that the Stronger Communities Program Round 3 grant applied for through
the Office of Steve Irons MP was successful with CMR being granted $10,000 towards the $20,000 cost of
the Bridge refurbishment project.

Work on Bayou Dual Bridge – Photo by Craig Foulis

Xmas Night Run
The Xmas Party run was enjoyed by all who took part with some of our newer members learning to drive
Denis P More, which had been well polished by Ethan under Dylan’s supervision. Other club loco’s were
well utilised and it was pleasing to see everyone helping out with operating the points and instructing. I am
a great believer in encouraging members especially our juniors to learn to drive and familiarise themselves
with the different club loco’s and there different characteristics. This helps when the time comes to get
their qualifications and means they are a much better and more competent driver. It’s also allows them to
enjoy the railway and have some fun which is not always the case on our normal run days.
I was especially pleased at how when I asked at 8 45 pm it was time to pack up how everyone made sure
that nothing was left out and all doors had been made secure.
Junior Clean up
The Wednesday before XMAS the A Team where having their usual break but junior member Shaun E, gave
Les S, a hand to spread some top soil in areas of the picnic ground to encourage the runners to take root.
Shaun then using the pole saw cut back the weeping tree branches around snake gully that can be a
temptation for passengers to grab hold of and he was ably helped by Dion and Ethan taking the waste to
the green dump area using both the small tractor trailer and also a train. Once again doing good work and
having a bit of train fun as well.
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EFTPOS
As of the first run in 2018 the Wednesday School holiday run 3/1/18 EFTPOS will be available for the
purchasing to train ride tickets only. There will be no Amex or Dinners cards accepted and no cash outs
available. I thank all our ticket sellers for accepting what was always going to be the inevitable.
Wishing everyone a wonderful festive season and a fantastic 2018.

Juniors cleaning up on a work day – Photo supplied by Roger Matthews
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Ladies of the Railway – By Damelsa Belcher
This addition of the ladies of the railway, we posed a questions to one of the ladies of the railway to tell us
how they got involved in the club. Below is Sue’s response. We will be looking for a submission for our
February issue, so ladies be on the watch out from an email from Heidi and myself. Also we would like to
propose a ladies catch up in February somewhere for afternoon tea in the last weekend, if you have any
suggestions please send an email through to us on the editors email. I wish everyone a fantastic Christmas
and look forward to what 2018 brings us xx
Question to Sue Belcher, “Hi Sue can you please let us know how you became involved in Castledare?”
Why am I involved at Castledare? A very good question [I often ask myself] and one that there probably
isn’t a straight forward answer to. As a family of 4, we joined Castledare at the 25th anniversary
celebrations – thanks to the encouragement of Jack Stanbridge who we had known for some years prior to
this.
The family involvement in all things railway began in the 1970’s when Ken built his first [of many] HO scale
model railways in the garage at home in Mt Hawthorn. From this, he joined the WA Model Railway Club
which, at that time, was located within the Claremont Showgrounds and the club was required to have an
operational layout open for public viewing for the duration of the annual Royal Show. It was here Ken met
Jack who further encouraged Ken’s interest.
My “interest” grew from some years spent doing my bit in the ticket box at the Royal Show, to visiting Jack
& Pat at their Forrestfield property [complete with 7¼ track around most of the 5 acre boundary] to
spending a few years with the Hotham Valley Railway, mostly driving the support vehicle on the long train
day trips, to becoming members at Castledare, to helping Ken with layout building etc.......
I guess it’s a case of choice – stay home and become a train widow or become involved in some way.
Rightly or wrongly, I chose to become involved [hindsight sure is a wonderful thing]!
Initially, back in 1988, it was selling tickets or hamburgers from a very basic set up in the old pavilion on the
oval at Castledare, which I daresay, would not pass any health regulations in this day and age but back
then, it was a means to bring in some funds for the club and offered something for the ladies to participate
in. When I say basic, the ‘kitchen’ table was a very rugged bench top in one end of the pavilion on which
we used a couple of electric frypans to cook, an esky or two to keep drinks/salads cool and a folding table
and chair for the sale of tickets.
From there, in the early 1990’s it was election to the Management Committee where I spent a number of
years as Minute Secretary and supporting Ken in the role of Secretary. Whilst I do enjoy time spent at
Castledare, I have little interest in driving/guarding on run days [although I do have a Safe Working ticket]
and I can appreciate the work that goes into the building of locomotives, etc but my preference is to do
whatever I can in order for the club to keep progressing in a positive way. Over the years I’ve pushed the
rotary lawnmower around the picnic ground, [no ride on mower back then Roger], helped with track work,
done the paperwork for a couple of conventions, served on the committee, organised a few social outings
and generally helped out where needed.
Many pleasant Sundays were spent with a group of members, sometimes as many as 25 or so, on the
‘members only’ day. BBQ lunches were had, train rides enjoyed along with a good session of nattering
with the ladies.
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One of the many positives of being involved with Castledare is the people you meet along the way. Some
members have come and gone, for whatever reason, some remain long term and we always welcome and
get to meet new members.
We’ve been lucky enough to attend quite a few annual AALS conventions over the years, both in here WA
and clubs from Adelaide to Townsville in the Eastern States and again, there are some great people in the
hobby. Generally, to visit a convention, there are lots of trains to enjoy, we get to catch up with people
we’ve come to know over the years and we enjoy a holiday as well – win win all round !!
A lot of people over many years have put in countless hours to see the railway as it is today, my hope is
that this continues for many years to come. I’m often quoted as saying “a visit to Castledare is not a bad
way to waste a day” and I think that’s a pretty fair way to put it.
The photograph below is the very first time we ever attended Castledare Miniature Railway. It was
Christmas, 1980 and Ken’s work social club Christmas function was held at the railway. Shown here are
our three children – Jo-Anne on the right, Debbie on the left and of course, in the centre is Craig – his first
Christmas ever.

Looking forward to more enjoyment at the railway
Sue Belcher
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DECEMBER CALENDAR 2017
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Run Prep
Work Day

NIANA
Run Day

9

School
Holiday
Run/Work
Day
10

12

13

14

Committee
Meeting

Private
Booking

Members
Day

16

School
Holiday
Run/Work
Day
17

23

School
Holiday
Run/Work
Day
24

30

School
Holiday
Run/Work
Day
31
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15

22

29

11

12pm-3pm

18

19

20

Nite W'shop Run Prep
5.00pm
Work Day

25

26

21
WILSON
Run Day

27

28

General
Work Day

Feb 1

Wednesday
Work Day

2

3

4

Run Prep
Work Day

NIANA
Run Day

If any members that are available to assist on the Private Booking please
contact Ken Belcher ASAP
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We would like to thank the support from the below
Local Businesses:

204 Collier Road, Bayswater WA 6053

S.O.S Steinmeier Oxy
Services
92a Beechboro Rd S, Bayswater, WA, 6053

Possibly the Most Awesome Hose and
Fittings Shop in the Entire World!
U8/2 Carson Road, Malaga WA 6090

57 Baile Road, Canning Vale, WA 6155
Carlisle WA 6101
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