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The magnificent SUMO (featured as a smaller photo previously but
used again without apology) built and owned by Richard and Tricia
Stuart being driven carefully by John Watson more on Richard , Tricia
and COMO inside….read on.
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The President’s – PRATTLE
On the first run day in November the Canning extension was open to public running for the first time
after major works re-laying the track. There were some small issues with the track in Fisherman’s
Bend. The team that re-installed the track went to work and fixed the issue with very little disruption
to running on the day. Signals had a few teething problems that only became obvious on the run
day, they have been corrected and all should be well on the December run day. Again, many thanks
to the Wednesday team and all our members that made the run day through the Canning extension
such a great success.
There was a strong turn-out of members for the Canning Junction signals training day held on
Sunday 30th of October. Many thanks to those who attended. It was very good to see so many
interested in the workings of the newly equipped CJ signal box.
The annual Sandgropers run was held at Bunbury on the second weekend in November. A number
of CMR members attended the event along with our club steamer Denis P More. It was great to see
so many of our younger members enjoying the weekend and driving DPM. Congratulations to the
Bunbury and NDMES members for their hospitality and dedication to the event.
As always we must encourage and congratulate our junior members on their great enthusiasm and
their dedication to the club and its members. Thanks boys and keep up the great work. It was really
good to see so many of you at the Sandgropers weekend.
Until next time please visit your club and its facilities. They are there for all of us to enjoy.
Mike Crean

FROM THE TREASURER (his “ramblings”)
Whistles and horns
With the reopening of the summer circuit members need to be mindful regarding the use of Whistles
and horns. They are to be used with consideration of close proximity with our neighbours especially
at the approach to Canning junction and Honiton cutting which have whistle boards in place. Steam
whistles can vary in volume depending on their size and also the amount of steam pressure but as
so many of our diesel, petrol loco’s now have air horns they can be very loud. All that is required is
a short blast of both whistle or horns when approaching a whistle board or when complying with
requirements of the handbook, i.e. recalling the guard. The only time a long sustained blast is
necessary is when there is some form of possible danger ahead. The use of whistles and horns in
the wetlands is less likely to cause annoyance. Remember this applies not only on run days but at
all other times.
Security
Once again there have been doors not properly locked or locked at all. As I have said before, if you
do not intend to padlock a door then do not close it. A door that is left open can both be seen and
will also show up on the security key pad.
The new toilet doors have a dead bolt that when it is locked the key needs to be turned anticlockwise
just enough to be able to remove the key. On removing the key please make sure the door is locked
as the key can be removed from the lock in the unlocked position but not when it is fully turned to
the right when locking the door.
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A new light sensitive floodlight has been fitted above the clubroom door replacing the old one that
was old and broken. The new light shines across to Gerry’s Workshop which will make things safer
when locking up in the dark.
New Clubroom fridge and canteen freezer
A new bigger fridge freezer is now in the clubrooms which should be more energy efficient as well
as providing more room for member’s lunches as well as drinks that Stork and Tom organise for sale
to members. Members are reminded to remove out of date food that they may have left in there and
to keep the shelves clean.
The old ice cream display freezer in the canteen has been returned to Peters ice cream or whoever
it is they are now owned by as it was too big and being old not considered energy efficient. As
requested by the canteen staff, a new upright freezer is now in place next to the one bought earlier
this year for the pies and sausage rolls.
Snake gully tree pruning
The large deciduous weeping tree has had dead limbs and old branches especially on the power
line side removed and cut back by a tree surgeon. This tree overhangs the new walkway as well as
the track so It’s important that it is maintained in a safe manor and will now be manageable by
ourselves.
Picking up of hats
Members are reminded that the correct procedure for retrieving hats that have blown off while the
train is in motion or any other objects seen around the track, is for the guard to signal the driver to
stop the train. The guard should then alight from the guards van to retrieve the hat or object and
inform the train control that they have done so and hand it in on returning to the station. Under no
circumstance should a guard or member lean out of a moving or stationery train to retrieve hats or
anything else.
SCHOOL HOLIDAY RUNNING
Trains will run on every Wednesday in January from Wilson park station from 10am – 2 pm. These
days have become very popular and generally needs three trains especially in the first two hours of
running. Any and all help is appreciated. With the very good work that Les has been doing with
brakes the Blue consist should be fully braked which will enable the running of a double consist with
the Maroon consist leading.

FROM THE SECRETARY
Our “rider-ship” is now approaching 24,000 with every possi8bility of breaking the 25,000 “barrier”
this year. This is exceptionally good! The first Sunday run-day is still our most popular averaging
100 more per day than the third Sunday.
Members will note that the BLUE and MAROON sets now have a sign added…..Air Brake Only.
The Blue Set has been braked as planned and tested. A brake cylinder pressure gauge has yet to
be fitted to the guard’s position. The “air applied” park brake controls on the Maroon set will be
simplified in the near future.

The AALS is seeking items to go into the 2017 Convention agenda. The Convention is to be at
Lake Macquarie. Items are required to be submitted prior to Dec 31st …….this year.
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A new large notice board with an adjoining white board is now in the “breeze-way” for club official
use. Emphasis will be placed on safety issues as it is expected that authorities will pay a little more
attention to “amusement” parks following-on from recent events.
Executive members of your committee recently met with officers of the City of Canning for a
general discussion on the “future” and the waiting for the next move forward by Christian Brothers
and the developments / proposals for their property. A proposed extension of the Wilson Station
canopy was discussed.
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The Stuarts!
Tricia and COMO courtesy the
cover of AME 2009 following the
annual convention at CMR.
Richard has to consider himself
extremely lucky in that finding a
wife that loves to help drive and
maintain his passion is almost a
miracle……you may let us into
the secret one day Richard in
case we “go around” a second
time.

Richard came out to Australia in 1993 and fortunately for CMR came down to join us in 1997.You may note
from the following article that there is a passion for miniature rail engineering. Tricia came along with
COMO in 2000. The “green set” was purchased by the Stuarts on the basis of a “loan” to CMR to be paid
back. Rich was president from 2003 to 2005 in what can be described as troubling times for our
association. He is our “competent” engineer. Tricia was also a committee member and a prior editor of this
publication. She still takes an active role as DO for most of our WILSON run-days. They maintain a property
at Mundaring that has a large work-shop and Richard has a rebuild of Thomas ex the Whistle-stop and a
“finish” to complete on Keith Watson’s Tinkerbell. There has been other activity supervised by Rich for the
12inch gauge on a property down near Witchcliffe. This features two WAGR style W Class and two SAR
style garratts……very impressive machines built by Ken Austin.

UK RAILWAYS 2016 by Richard & Trish Stuart
For our annual visits to the UK, we usually manage to fit in a few visits to the many steam railways
active in the UK. There are a huge number of railways across the country, engaged in every type of
activity, from miniature railways, to full size preservation, re-building of heritage locomotives and
rolling stock, right up to several projects building brand new main line steam locomotives.

Back to the Bluebell Railway for our 10th Wedding Anniversary
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This year’s UK trip coincided with the 10th anniversary of our wedding at the Bluebell Railway in
Sussex. By good fortune, the Bluebell was running a Pullman dining train service on the day of our
anniversary, so we indulged ourselves in an on-board dining experience to celebrate. While waiting
for our train, we got the chance to visit the footplate of a South Eastern and Chatham Railway 0-6-0,
wander round the loco shed and watch the trains coming and going. The Bluebell, like many UK
preserved lines, has facilities to dismantle and re-build full size steam locomotives and rolling stock.
The Bluebell operates a wide range of steam locomotives, ranging from Victorian era antiques, up to
1950s British Rail Standard classes. A BR Class 5 is a fine example shown above. The line has fairly
recently been extended to re-join the national railway network at East Grinstead, and a further
extension is planned down a branch line.
Stapleford Miniature Railway
If there was one thing that started Richard’s life-long interest in miniature steam railways, it was Lord
Gretton’s Stapleford Miniature Railway, built in the grounds of his Lordship’s stately home at
Stapleford, near Melton Mowbray in Leicestershire.

Richard and Sister at Stapleford
Miniature Railway, c 1962

Visits to Stapleford in the 1960s made a lasting impression, although it was to be another 30 years or
so before Richard finally had the opportunity to start building his first miniature steam locomotive.
The Stapleford Miniature Railway fell into disuse, following the untimely death of Lord Gretton’s heir.
Fortunately, Lady Gretton had the support of a group of volunteers, who re-built the ruined railway
and brought it back into service. It is now operational again, although it opens only twice a year for
charity events. We got the chance to visit on one of the open day weekends.

Stapleford Miniature Railway in
2016 complete with telegraph
poles - remember them?
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Rudyard Lake Steam Railway
In a secluded valley in Staffordshire, a canal company long ago dammed the local stream to create a
reservoir for its canal system. The resulting Rudyard Lake has been a visitor attraction at least since
Queen Victoria’s time, and the author Rudyard Kipling was so named because his parents did their
courting beside the lake. For many years, a full size railway ran alongside the lake, but this was closed
in the infamous Beeching cuts of the 1960s. However, part of the abandoned trackbed is now
occupied by the 10-1/4” gauge Rudyard Lake Steam Railway, which we visited on a very rainy day.
There was a rather nice narrow gauge style tank locomotive in steam when we arrived, although we
could see it developing a rather ominous steam blow from one of the clack valves and it was duly
declared a failure so our train was diesel hauled. Nevertheless, despite this disappointment and the
rain, we enjoyed a trip along the idyllic shore of Rudyard Lake. The lakeside retreats, boathouses and
lush vegetation harked back to a more leisurely age. It would not have been a surprise to see Rudyard
Kipling’s parents, dressed in their Victorian finery, politely “courting” on the lakeside.

Idyllic Scene beside Rudyard Lake
Midland Railway Centre
The Midland Railway Centre, at Butterley in Derbyshire, is a large and diverse collection of railway
facilities and exhibits. It could be something really special, but appeared to be somewhat lacking in
personnel and investment, so gave something of a run-down appearance.

Great Western Prairie Tank in London Transport Livery at Midland Railway Centre
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A steam service was running, powered by an ex Great Western Railway “large prairie” tank in London
Transport livery. This took us down to a complex of museums, railway buildings, workshops and
yards, very large in extent but much of it was in run down condition.

Derelict Equipment in the Yard at Midland Railway Centre

Midland 2-4-0 inside the Museum at Midland Railway Centre
There were some interesting sights, including the workshops of the Princess Elizabeth Trust, which
operates a full size Stanier Pacific on the main line. There were some active restoration projects under
way inside the shop.

9

Main Line Operational LMS Stanier Pacific "Princess Elizabeth at Midland Railway Centre
Outside, there was a large expanse of railway yards, containing everything from operational
locomotives and rolling stock to derelict junk. There were some preserved diesel locomotives on
display. The photo shows a Class 37 on the left, which must be one of the most successful diesel
designs ever. The design dates back to the 1950s, but some are still in service today. The other diesel
in the photo is a twin engined “Western” Class diesel-hydraulic, which along with the “Warship” class,
displaced the steam “Castles” and “Kings” from the Great Western main line. The diesel-hydraulic
system, with its German designed transmission, was adopted by the Western Region because of its
claimed higher power to weight ratio than the diesel-electric alternative. In service, the performance
did not fully match expectations. This, combined with maintenance problems and the non-standard
nature of the power train, led to the early demise of the diesel-hydraulics. The “Western” diesels are
long vanished from the main line, to join the “Castles” and “Kings” in history and preservation.

Class 37 Diesel Electric (left) and "Western" Diesel Hydraulic at Midland Railway Centre
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Private bookings to date:
Sunday

11th December

Lion Nathan Dairy Dept – 10-00am to 2-00pm.

Apart from bringing in some additional revenue to the club, more importantly, these private bookings
also serve to keep our club in the public eye and so contribute to an increase in patronage on our
normal public run days. Any members who are able to assist with the above private booking, please
advise Ken Belcher.

We also have our “own” Christmas Party on 10th December…….if you
haven’t contacted Ken or Sue Belcher re your attendance, please do so by
5th Dec…..or no food!
Many thanks, in anticipation, Ken - kencmr2016@tpg.com.au
Christmas is “here”

Santa (aka John Palm) arrives at the Parish of Wilson bar-b-que 27th November.
TRIVIA
The last C & S featured a photo of the way Chinese road hauliers had exploited “loop-holes” in regulations
to carry two cars etc “on top” side by side and to use massive rear over-hangs that smashed rail
competition. Up-dated regulations will hopefully change this. Already ingenious “space frame” trailers are
being tried carrying cars in and almost vertical position. This was tried by the US railroads some 45yrs ago
and abandoned due to battery acid leaks and the engine lube oil leaking out thru “breathers” or into the
wrong places of the engine systems. And so, the Verta-Packs died.

Editor’s Note
Contributions to C & S are welcomed and so if you have a memory or two or a “trip” that is of interest,
please do not hesitate to put pen to paper.
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Just filling in the space with another local
visitor……looking a little “hen-pecked”!
The local Magpies also call around at morning
tea or crib time looking for Vic Jones.
A pair of P & Gs use a tree hollow above our
table for breeding. A pelican has returned
across the river. The young “sea eagle” has not
been seen for some time across the river..

Scott Anderson readies his
“mallet” for running and Luke
Mills blows the whistle of
Karalee before driving up and
down the yard as a “learning
experience”.
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