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President’s Report
IMPORTANT ANOUNCMENT:
Your CMR committee recently approved a major change to the keys and padlocks in use at the club as a
result of some members who have either not renewed their membership and or have left the club. Despite
attempts by the committee to retrieve keys held by these members, there are now keys to the premises
outstanding and we are unable to change that. If you require a key you will need to apply to the secretary for a
new key. So that CMR as well as member’s property can be protected I ask all members who require a key to
take this responsibility very seriously and to ensure key access is restricted to only current CMR members at
all times. Do not lend keys to other members unless it is for a very good reason and with the approval of the
secretary.
For those of you who get your Cinders and Soot online you will have noticed some changes to the website’s
appearance. This is due to it now being hosted on a different server. In the past there have been problems
with the old server and it is now hoped that there will be a great improvement. It also looks very much better
and I thank Mike Crean once again for his time and efforts. I would also like to thank those who have
submitted articles and photos for recent Cinders and Soot. It makes for a much more interesting magazine
than just my ramblings.
As many of you know the weekend of September 10th saw the start on reinstating the Fern Road loop. On the
Monday prior to this the Canning Council scraped the new limestone formation level and then ran a heavy
roller over it. This left us with a firm flat surface on which to lay the new track. Unlike the last T Rail section that
was done last year the sleepers were laid down first and then the T Rail was laid on top with each section of
rail bolted together instead of being welded. After some initial teething problems this turned out to be a very
much better way of installing this type of track with the rail joints that Craig had made up working very well and
giving a very good and solid join. All that was required then was to pour the ballast on top and sweep it to the
top of the sleepers. On the Sunday with everyone now familiar with this new method of track laying things
progressed even faster with just one 12-meter section left to fit the following week. Once again the dedicated
band of members have shown that with good planning and a huge effort both in making the T Rail and cutting
and drilling sleepers and rail joiners they are able to install track in a very short space of time. I would like to
thank Craig for his planning and organisation of this project and also all members involved both before and
during the installation. Craig will be giving a more detailed report and thanking everyone involved at a later
date.
The preparation for the carriage shed extension is making progress and on the same weekend as the track
laying Stork dug a new trench so the power cable could be relocated. Stork, who tells me he has just
celebrated his double 37.5 years on earth, toiled away between large tree roots, bricks and other rubbish and
the old turntable base, for 2 days to dig this trench. He along with others is an inspiration. I would also like to
thank new member Luke for doing the reconnection of the power to the canteen.
Members will be aware that the picnic ground is undergoing improvements. Ken in his usual persuasive way
has been able to obtain clean fill from various sources of his to raise the level to just below track height to
improve drainage. The plan is to move all the picnic tables into a line close to the track and between the big
trees to provide shade. Also, paving and compacted road base will be used as well as wood chips close to the
tree trunks. This has been done to eliminate mowing and maintenance in a very high traffic area where the
grass struggles to grow as well as being in the shade most of the time. At this stage about 230squre meters
behind A Box of turf has been laid by a contractor and I have raised and moved the sprinklers to give better
coverage and also to stop over spray onto the track ties. Eventually as both time, materials and money can
provide, more will be turfed but there will be a reduced grassed area to reduce maintenance. The areas along
the side of the fence line will be compacted road base, as this is a high traffic area where people stand to
watch the trains go by, and also it will stop grass growing up the fences. After many years of both our patrons
and the members enduring what most of the time has been a dust bowl we can all hopefully enjoy what will be
a very pleasant picnic area. I must say that it has long been a desire of mine to make this happen but the track
and other things have had to take priority.
The last few weeks has seen many members put in a lot of hard work and some long hours, both at home and
at the railway. As usual, some a lot more than others. I know some have been away and others sick. I thank
everyone who has been able to assist.
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Photos below were taken by John Palm on the Septemer Father’s Day run. We were not as busy as in past years due to
the bad weather forecast, it actually didn’t rain in the end……………………

Roger Matthews
President, Castledare Miniature Railway

*************************************************
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Castledare Gallery
From the Archives
(Kindly donated by the Bowyers from the scrapbook of Doug Skewes)
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FROM THE SECRETARY’S DESK
Notes from the last Committee Meeting – these are only a brief summary of some of the items discussed.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Discussion about replacement and / or refurbishment of wooden footbridge – agreed to hold off any major action
other than routine maintenance
Dependable has been taken off the roster for a complete service
3 gondolas which are currently stored in workshop are to be rebuilt - work progressing
Plastic sleeper upgrade progressing particularly in the wetland area
Security of club facilities discussed - new locks and keys purchased
Reminder that General members meetings now to be held quarterly – the next being December 2011
Picnic ground upgrade has started - first stage has now been replanted with new lawn – refer photos elsewhere
Fire extinguishers have been sourced and installed in all buildings
Carriage shed extension has been approved and work has started
3rd Sunday run from Wilson 16/10/11 - part proceeds will be donated to the Juvenile Diabetes Research
Foundation
Recycled plastic picnic table to be purchased for the picnic ground
Maroon set to be sent to Thornlie TAFE for repainting

DATES FOR THE DIARY:
Public Run Days
2nd October --- Niana Station—Duty Officer---John Watson/David Edwards
16th October--- Wilson Station---Duty Officer---Trish Stuart
6th November---Niana Station---Duty Officer---Chris Doody/Les Millman
20th November---Wilson Station---Duty Officer---Trish Stuart

Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday

Workdays / nights – all members welcome to participate
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Friday
Wednesday
Wednesday

21st September----Workday
28th September---Workday
5th October---Workday
12th October---Workday
14th October---Work night
19th October---Workday
26th October---Workday

Times for the workdays are as follows:

Wednesday
Saturday
Friday

9am – 3pm - byo lunch
9am – 3pm – byo lunch
4pm – 9pm – evening meal provided

Times for workdays are generally flexible – feel free to come when you can and go when you must
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General Dates for inclusion in your Diary –
Saturday
Friday
Sunday
Friday
Sunday
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday

1st October – Preparation of the railway for Sunday run
7th October – Committee meeting at 5.30pm
16th October – JDRF Fundraiser, Wilson run day
28th October – BBQ dinner CMR Birthday celebrations
27th November – NACE [Conductive Education] – annual charity fundraiser day
10th December—Castledare’s Christmas party at the track, kids to meet Santa
11th December – CJD Earthmoving Equipment – Social club Christmas booking
27th May 2012—Retinitis Foundation run – 11am – 3pm

FORTHCOMING EVENTS:
Diamond Valley Railway, Eltham in Victoria will be celebrating their 50th Anniversary in October this year.
Activities will be held on the weekend 22nd and 23rd October – check out the DVR website for more information.
Several members of the club are planning to attend, further information as it comes to hand.
DVR website address is:

www.dvr.com.au

Registration form for this is available from the Secretary, Ken Belcher
The annual Sandgropers run will be held on Saturday 12th and Sunday 13th November – this will again be organised
by the South West Model Engineers at Forrest Park in Bunbury. From all reports, this is an excellent weekend
enjoyed by all who attend. Registration forms on the clubroom table
Puffing Billy railway in Victoria will be holding the 2011 Spring Gala on Saturday 8th and Sunday 9th October. Further
details will be advised via the Events Page of the Puffing Billy website at: www.puffingbilly.com.au
It is proposed to have a 7¼# ground level track in operation for the weekend.

The AALS convention for 2012 the convention will be hosted by Penfield Model Engineers, Adelaide, SA. Registration
forms are on the web sight - if you log on to the AALS website at: www.aals.asn.au and follow the links on the left
hand side to Conventions and then down to 2012 at Penfield all relevant information is available.

THE NIANA STATION PICNIC AREA:
As has been referred to in the notes from Committee meetings and the President’s report, the main picnic ground at
Niana Station has, over the last several weeks, been undergoing considerable refurbishment. Sand has been put in to
build up the area, picnic tables will be moved, quite a larger area will be slabbed and lawn will be planted. So far, one
section has been planted with lawn and what a difference this has made. Below are some photos depicting the progress
to date –
The sand patch:
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The grass arrives on site:

The transformation begins:

The finished section:

*************************************************
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The Answer to Rob’s Question
In last month’s issue, Rob Cairns wrote an article about his trip to the UK and asked the question; “does
anyone know anything of the Berwick-upon-Tweed railway viaduct, and can shed some light on it?”
Richard has come to the rescue: – this viaduct is known as ‘The Royal Border Bridge’ and it spans the River
Tweed between Berwick-upon-Tweed and Tweedmouth in Northumberland, England. It is a grade 1 listed
railway viaduct built between 1847 and 1850 when it was opened by Queen Victoria. The engineer who
designed it was Robert Stephenson (son of George Stephenson). It was built for the York, Newcastle and
Berwick Railway and is sill in regular use today, as part of the East Coast Main Line. Interestingly it does not
cross the border between England and Scotland, as the border is another 4 miles north of the town.

*************************************************
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PLANS & CASTINGS FOR SALE

7 ! "GAUGE 4-6-0 B
" LACK 5"
LENGTH OF ENGINE AND TENDER: 92"
WIDTH:
14"
HEIGHT:
19"
CYLINDERS: 2 ! "x 3 # "
DRIVING WHEELS: 8 7/8"
CASTINGS INCLUDE:
DRIVING WHEELS, TENDER WHEELS, CYLINDERS& COVERS, VALVE CROSSHEAD
GUIDES, SMOKEBOX DOOR & RING, TOP FEED CASTING
PLANS F
" ULL SIZE"MODEL SHEETS & IN BOOK FORM,CONSTRUCTION ARTICLES,FULL

SIZE RESEARCH BOOK,

PRICE: $1500 ONO
WORTH OVER $2000 TO BUY THE CASTINGS FROM THE UK
NOT INCLUDING FREIGHT

ENQUIRIES: ANDREW PH. (08) 8284 8830

*************************************************
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Notice Board
For Sale - REDUCED
71/4 Black 5 chassis, complete and working on air. Tender almost complete. Copper boiler, silver soldered by Bob
Brown and pressure tested certified.
Reason for sale, failing strength and health! Buyer collects.
Can be inspected at:
4, Glenelg Way, Mandurah.
Telephone: 9582 0334. Cliff Pole
Price: $20,000.00 (offers considered)

For Sale in the Canteen;
 CMR DVD - $5 each.
 CMR logo sew-on patches - $5 each.

Private Parties
Please note that Private parties, held on Public run days, MUST operate from the designated station of the day.

Security
Members are reminded not to leave valuables on display in parked cars. Vehicles parked on the top car park have been
broken into.

**************************************************

MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR
Please do not forget to advise the editor if you change your email address, or home address. This will ensure that you
always receive your Cinders and Soot notification, or ‘snail mail’ copy. Thank you.
If you wish to contribute an article to Cinders and Soot, please note that the closing date is the 15th of each month.
Please send your contributions to Trish Stuart at the email address on the page 2.

*************************************************
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Sponsors of CMR

Brian Gardiner Motors
(08) 9279 7244

DiCandilo
(08) 9356 9000

Applied Fire Technology (08) 9478 3362

Rheem Australia (08) 9351 4293

Dingo Australia (08) 9311 9811

Fireless Fire Services (08) 9371 6913
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48th ANNUAL CMR BIRTHDAY RUN:
This year’s club birthday celebrations will take place on Friday, 28th October 2011 – yes, that’s right – FRIDAY!
This is the Friday of the long weekend that has been declared because CHOGM will be on in Perth over that
weekend. The plan is for interested members to be at the club after lunch on the Friday, an early evening
barbecue dinner will be provided by the club and then those who so chose, are able to stay on and ‘play’ trains
into the evening.
If you are planning to attend and you wish to be included in the catering for the evening meal, then please
complete the attached form and return it to either Ken or Sue Belcher no later than Sunday 16th October 2011.

-

-

- -

- - - - -

- - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - -

-

- -

- - -

-

-

-

-

Please include me for catering purposes for the club’s birthday barbecue dinner on Friday 28th October.

Name/s:_________________________________________________________________________

13

